2O8        ON THE POOR MAN'S CONTENTMENT

rather choose to be in the rich man's bed, under the torture
of the gout, unable to take your natural rest, or natural
nourishment, with the additional load of a guilty conscience,
reproaching you for injustice, oppressions, covetousness, and
fraud ? No; but you would take the riches and power, and
leave behind the inconveniences that attend them; and so
would every man living. But that is more than our share,
and God never intended this world for such a place of rest
as we would make it; for the Scripture assureth us that it
was only designed as a place of trial. Nothing is more
frequent, than a man to wish himself in another's condition;
yet he seldom doth it without some reserve: He would not
be so old; he would not be so sickly ; he would not be so
cruel; he would not be so insolent; he would not be so
vicious; he would not be so oppressive, so griping, and so
on. From whence it is plain, that, in their own judgment,
men are not so unequally dealt with, as they would at first
sight imagine: For, if I would not change my condition
with another man, without any exception or reservation at
ail, I am, in reality, more happy than he.

Secondly: You of the meaner sort are subject to fewer
temptations than the rich; and therefore your vices are
more unpardonable. Labour subdueth your appetites to be
satisfied with common things ; the business of your several
callings filleth up your whole time; so that idleness, which
is the bane and destruction of virtue, doth not lead you into
the neighbourhood of sin: Your passions are cooler, by not
being inflamed with excess, and therefore the gate and the
way that lead to life are not so straight and so narrow to
you, as to those who live among all the allurements to
wickedness. To serve God with the best of your care and
understanding, and to be just and true in your dealings, is
the short sum of your duty, and will be the more strictly
required of you, because nothing lieth in the way to divert
you from it.

Thirdly: It is plain from what I have said, that you of the
lower rank have no just reason to complain of your con-
dition ; Because, as you plainly see, it affordeth you so many
advantages, and freeth you from so many vexations, so
many distempers both of body and mind, which pursue and
torment the rich and powerful.